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GIRIN A CONRAILLS THROL

by Xanna

.

Imagine the jangly downbeat exuberance of The Smiths filtered through the grind |
Tarantino soundtrack. Augment the vocals witlinBgotieeis laced over the casual
melancholy of Morrissey and soup it up with some Siouxie Sue. Vigorously shake
stars shining bright deep in the heart ofYbenad | | Giol h A €dmansthetheir
clever moniker pulled fromasmask htThe Smiths, stays t
but infuses enough additional influences to make a sound that is very much their ¢
PhanieDiaz s t he bandés openly | edebn an
Alvaon bass, make up the dritiyidtnm section to younger digtarDiapn manic,
mel odi¢c vocals and guitars. Phanie g
Itt, but one topic was off limits: in March, right after a string of successful performal
South By Sthwest Music Conference in Austin, Texas, there was an incident at a |
bar in Houston that culminated with Nina and Jenn in jail. Reports from witnesses
The Houston Press clearly indicate a case of police brutality; a rebaitaivinoen the b
followedyeppered with a litany of comments from more witnesses disputing his acc
events and alleging the use of a gay slur by the offending officer. The band is kee|
until their court date this month, but with the diveaketyt digplayed on their newly
released second album, there were still plenty of interesting topics to explore.



-There«s a c?2ub i f you«d

You could meet somebody
XANNA :DciNrénfember the first time IHeat@miths i n t he 198
school friends angldnt t&pit, the cool punk dance club in Boston. There was initial
hesitation as to how to danteH®@ w S o qomecduse itdNempo was odd and slow
wasndt a pogo! Becially with #ne gayokilg Docyauuegnantber the
first time you heard them or were they always omnipresent in the soundtrack of yo
PHANIE DIAZ of GIRL IN A COMA . I remember when | first
heard Morrissey  and [his solo debut] alboum Viva Hate . A
fri end of mine brought her cd player to class and was
constantly listening to him and The Smiths. She let me
use it one day and the first song that got me was

"Hairdresser on Fire." |l would sing theurel i ne,
al ways busy, r ealarundJenmnalpt, 60 andshe

woul d ask, AWhat are you saying?!o0o T
album. She always forgets, but | remember her really

getting into "Everyday Is Like Sunday." Nina got into him

because, well, | made her. How could she not? | was
constantly playing him.

-/ don«t give a damn 24bou
XD: On your new albtiripg B.ConJoanJeth s Bl ackheart Recor
and abouther califed o anni e \When dodneappéaied on The Henry Rollins
Show (IFC) last year, she descrived teith and in support of presidential candidate
Howard Dean, and how she was disgusted when he was sandbagged by televisio
media. His now infamous speech (where he shouted out every state they were gc
was rebroadcast repeatedly watmwisicians refer to as a dry boérdanigom sound
was incorporated. Joan was in that room and recalled that the audience was erupt
loudly and wildly with support for him that he had to shout! But the dry mix version
look crazy and kiline future of his campaign. Are you all old enough to vote yet? A
you at all suspicious of the media o
PD: All three of us can vote. As soon as Nina was old

enough, she did. We were on the road when it was time to

vote for our new president, so we had to send in absentee

ballots through the mail. It was an important race. The

media can always be funny, and it can either be used as a

great tool or totally against you. All you can do is be



GIRL IN A C@MAN t

yourself and not worry about it. If you have a following,

then they will stick around if you have proven yourself

to be a good person. | consider myself and the girls to

be good people. We have always been nothing but true to
ourselves and what we do. So we really have nothing to
fear.

-/ really
Too Young

XD: What was it like to be play
nightclubs when Nina was
underage?

PD: W hen we started
playing out, Jenn and

| were freshly 21.

Nina was 13. But we
never had a problem
playing clubs in San
Antonio. It wasn't

until we left on tour

that we had problems.
The 21+ bars only let
Nina in when it was

time to play. Then

= — she 6 d have to leave
right after. | remember sitting in a storage area
backstage in L.A. with her until it was time to play.

XD: Were you ever initiated into the San Antonio dive punk bar, Taco Land?
PD: We never played Taco Land. Jenn and | went there

late once to ask Ram if we could play there, and his

response was, "What the fuck, get out of here, it's too
late!" It was classic Ram. We've been there plenty of

times to watch shows, though. It was one of the last

venues in San Antonio with the true essence of a punk

club.

n



XD: In October | visited my former home of Austin, Texas, and stumblestimpon Th
Chroniclebds Margar et Mo &§Bunder h8) Audtin MusiS
Showcase at the | egendary Threadgil |
|l i ke The Austin School of &hapersalloger theo
United States?

PD: We never were involved, but we're going to play a

benefit for Girls Rock Camp in Austin in July; it's a

great program.

-/ f i t«s not -thebamthe bombh en i
that will bring us toge

XD: Also in July, youodre playing

Texas, and in August, The Michi ga

Have you ever played an event that was strictly women only, even in terms

albwed to attend? How do you feel about that and what do you think its be

might be?

PD: We've played gay events, feminist events, even an

anarchy library, but overall no matter what the gender,

sexuality, religion, race, we all have something in

common: the love of music. Music is an escape, a freedom.

Hip - hop, dance, country: doesn't matter the category.

There is a fan behind it. There is always a benefit to

playing these events because you're reaching out to

people of all kinds of backgrounds.

-Some girl/l s« mothers are

XD: YoutitlddioB.Caf t er the name of your gran
on it, you perform your first Spani s
Mexican gosongfi V e n  CAd threeaof you are Latina and the band has been
nominated for Best Newcomer at the American Latino Awards to be broadcast late
summer. How does your family feel about the incorporation of your heritage into y
PD: They love it and they are proud. The three of us had

a goal and we are doing it. We never sought out to be

role models for our community, but now that we understand

how important this is, we have embraced it and we too are

proud.



-/ woul d aohaltap paenny ttha nhge rt ¢
XD: You have MySpace friends who ha
did that begin?

PD: | noticed people where adding it, so | started

putting them in our Top Friends. There are so many | need

to revolve them now, because some fans actually get mad

that they're not up there!

-Do you really think shec«
XD: While in Austin last March, you collaborated mubleafjgnettiChior her
upcoming albu@uitartedMargaret is currently in Atlartdang on a television show for
Lifetime callédDr o p D elatdered charee tle diva may drop in on your June
show at The Masquerade as she did for your South By Southwest showcase?
PD: She may be there; she is always invited. Margaret's

grea t to be around and we are really excited to be

working with her.

Photos by Sarah Quiara and Adam Stc

www.girlinacoma.com
www.myspace.com/girlsinacoma Girl In A Comperforms live
www.americanlatino.tv/awards June 11, The Nick, Birminghat
www.girlsrockcamp.org June 12, Masquert
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CLUB BI" ®,ffssir,,

by Megan St. James

Want to swirl, sniff, and sip on some fine bouti
wines in a beautiful lounge seB#lti§simehas a
wonderful listof wites € mpt any on ¢ Sm—
2007 Domaine d@effendd.e Rosé D'une Nuitad delicate roraI overtones Whereas tr
2006Colosi Nero D'Avofeom Sicily had hints of cocoa and black dreeocaespliment
these gems, a wine bar style menu paalétiemus array of antipasti, salami, brysche
cheeses and fantaBmini sandwich@ébe Gala apple salad with pecans and farmhot
cheddar tasted refreshihgd er fAsweet so i s the dark
cherriesand seasithat ched beauti ful |l yChatestorh t he
Serical Special Reserve Madédtarting this marellissimafferaNine Flights

sample and experiehow winemaking and teafféct the gragenjoy a glass or two with
friends, lovers, or that special strangar, wwwmgspace.com/bellissima_lounge

BE SCENE

Kyle Keyser,
Nicholas J.
Burroughand
Theresa Dauvit
withVagina
Jenkins+1

the incomparabl
Jayne County


http://www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge

encounters

June7

June 14

Pat Dinizio of The Smithereens launches GoGirls Meet Up and Show

9 9 X 6 dUnpuggeddn The Park
@ Park Tavern Aflvw.99x.com

June 11
Af16 & Pregnant o

@ 10 pm ESWww.stayteen.org

June 12
Girl In A Coma @ The Masquéitde
www.qirlinacoma.com

The New York Dolls @ Center Stage,
CW Midtown ATaww.nydolls.org

June 13
NewNowNe#tvards on LOGO
@ 9 pm ESWwww.logoonline.com

@ Paris Decatlrecatur GA
www.myspace.com/

d e bluned6 on

atlantachaptergogirlsmusic

MT V

Barry Brandon Squilliacabenefit
performanderThe Heart Foundation
@ Shakespeare Tavern, ATL
www.bshertfilms.com

The Meat Puppets @ The Earl ATL
www.myspace.com/themeatpuppets

June 18
John VandersliasithThe Tallest Man
On Earth @ The EATL

www.johnvanderslice.com

June 20

TaTaPaloodaA Breast Cancer Benefit
Withé Angela Mottedrindsey Hinckle,
Heather Luttrell, andre@

Smithoés Qivw2ZdayBakrorg £



http://www.99x.com/
http://www.stayteen.org/
http://www.girlinacoma.com/
http://www.nydolls.org/
http://www.logoonline.com/
http://www.myspace.com/%20atlantachaptergogirlsmusic
http://www.myspace.com/%20atlantachaptergogirlsmusic
http://www.bshertfilms.com/
http://www.myspace.com/themeatpuppets
http://www.johnvanderslice.com/
http://www.2daywalk.org/

June 22 July & 5

Johnny Rockbridge and The High Chairs The Beards of Comedy

@ Eddi eds Attic, De@aVYanmrt €&A0s Laughir
www.myspace.com/rockbridgeband www.vortexcomedy.com

June 27 July 15

Atlanta Queer Literary Fegtigaknts The 10 For $10 Tour

Stonewall Readings, 16 480 pm @ withPoison The Well, more

Atlanta Fulton Public Likgaamytown) @Masquerade ATL
www.atlqueerlitfest.com WWW.masg.com

July 2 July 18

Fiona Simoné@ Bellissima ATL GoGirls Showcas#hSiberia My Sweet
www.myspace.com/fionasimone @ Kavarna, Decatur GA

www.myspace.com/siberiamysweet



http://www.myspace.com/rockbridgeband
http://www.atlqueerlitfest.com/
http://www.myspace.com/fionasimone
http://www.vortexcomedy.com/
http://www.masq.com/
http://www.myspace.com/siberiamysweet

MEAL DAL Gsg

by Megan St. James

S H A U,N@S$Edgewood Avenue NE, ATE7A0858/// Sunday Pasta Night9 Hm.
For$12 per persoenjoy a fantastic salad, ItAlmericano pasta favorites, and housemade gele

THE SHED at GLENWQ@B Bill Kennedy Way SE, ATi83%8863 //[Sundays®9 pm.
For$20 per persdry a local farm to table appetizer, large plate entrée, and dessert.

ECCQ40 7th Street NE, ATL-3#¥555 /// TGISunday, ®BDpm. F&L5 per person:
choose from a wdodd pizza or a heaping plate of pasta with a glass of wine or beer.

SOUTH CITY KITCHEMA4 Crescent Avenue, ATIS7ZB¥B58 /// F&12.95 per person:
create your own souttstylte BBQ plate with your choice of smoked meat and two sides.

ATLANTA FISH MARKE®S5 Pharr Road NE, ATL-2683165 //A5 entreer $15Sunday
thru Thursdayd 3 pm. Selections range from fresh fish to crab cakes to sushi and more.

KYMA 3085 Piedmont Road, ATL2@2a702 /// Opa! Frah10 pm: enjoy live Greek music,
meze (appetizers) menu, specialty cocktails awtheslegtthe glassdoly $7

MORE TO BE SCENE

Scott
& his
parents
Ronnie,
and
a couple of §
debuTAUNT: |




WHAT THE L? part 3, the finale

by Melanie McDougald

AnnouncerAnd as we approach the top of tt
PauseComputer cl i ckst¢é
Callerwhat 6s that noise?
Doctor Yes; just a sec, doing a bit of research...C
So, | @websitdvithtivienntervievoy mentione
in which Chaiken talks about her affinity with Jen
i nterviewer expresses
with Jenny, as you #idwever, Chaiken responde
AfiJenny's story real l-out
experiences. dithat Jenny is a writer, and that sh
approaches the world in that ... muttered writerly
resonates for me. 0O
Callerl said she said that.
DoctorYou al so canét seem to follow the
okay?Stay witine With the series (in)completed and Jenny dead under mysterious
circumstances, | think that one way to make some sense of how and why Chaiken
end the series this way might be to look at this connection between Chaiken and J
Chaiken has ntemed in numerous interviews that the show came out of her own
experience as a leshian iMbAle she acknowledged the complaints from viewers thi

ng

cast of characters and their posh, p
many lesbians, she insisted that she did know a particular lesbian experience, tha
We s t Hol l ywood | esbians, t hat | ooks |

thought of perhaps as a visitor, adeskian who comes to West idoliywnder one set
of circumstances and remains there through the development of another set of ree
of becoming a lesbian, and over time, a writer, a film maker, a voyeur, an instigato
an observer, and finally the denouement oé shasse whole

CallerHey, how do yéu

DoctorP| e a s e, Il 6m wor king here! Where w
Chaiken herself. Jenny, like Chaiken, is a writemmaallalfikeChaiken, she produces
a lesbiaigentered work thatets with heteronormative resistance in the struggle to b
the work to fruitidost importantly, Jenny is the character who retells the entire ser
the point of Jennyds (and Jessie@s)
strip of fiction running into reality running intb disitoconnects Chaiken and Jenny in
similar kind of fictive representation of a writer who writes about lesbians and the f



ego who writes about the characters crebézdifbive

world by the real life writer/filmridékether or not Jenny
getting to shoot LA for LA is a fictional retelling of a real €
Chai kendés pursuit of the
endeavor doesnodt r e anedny u

Jennyods will to powdnd asalnd
mentioned, it reconnects inside and outside, Chaiken anc
Jenny.

CallerBut you led me to belleve

Doctor | never did any such thlegny gets to reveal not
only hersdiiut the inner workings of the other characters
through the particular characteristics given her by Chaiken, as in the Abraxas epis
frequently gets more information, more insight, and more intuitive, creative energy
other characte&e has an understandingtt t h e Tbi$ gesturest anl authadidl
omniscience aligns her again with Chaik@nfunctions often as the character that se
through the other characters, one who responds to them with a manipulativiet care
the othersseemtol&8kh e 6s t he character that 1is
Candace, even as Bette points out her own intolerance towards Jenny in a similar
circumstancBhe i s the person who rCarmengfter z e
viewing the videos secretly filmed by Mark in Season 3; she then orchestrates the
reconnection with eachothere 6 s t he person who di s al
masculine privilege during the first stages of his transisosh@eenourages his
expression of his transgender desires) and ultimately leads him to a more comple
expression of his gender identity (which of course is what leads ultimately to his pi
CallerNow wait a ding dang minute, you aéed like

DactorWe 6 r e s i t t-up ralge naw, datifig,en other wonds, Jenny acts fromr
time to time as a mp$gchology, an organizing personality that allows Chaiken to in
herself into the ficti on atomwmindlofdhisddsire
of Chaikends to be micterdamnmetrunning adndbsrl f i
WordvebsiteChaikefh s 5 dead center of the row of characters.

CallerWhat th& ?

Doctor Check it out. If Chaiken and Jenttysamame degree the same person, if Jenny
some reflection of Chaiken within this fictional world, why would the series end wit
of Jenny?

Caller Are you asking me?

DoctorHowcut®® er haps t hi s letting goChkeisingdesalfpher wa y
presence, from this wdnitilling off the authorial, organizing presence within@me shc




perhaps itds a comment on

developed over time

Caller Are you making this up as you go along?
Doctor And if | were, you would know that how? To c
in the series finale, the many crimes of Jenny come t
the video she made for Bette and Tina plays for the c
character8y using videdgnny is given enormous pow:
reproduce and repr ese.hns
the characters exit the
begin to plaghe says the kinds of things that Chaiken
say to her audienBet the audiencens therelenny
speaks to an empty rodfhat she has to say is less

i mportant than her 1ifel
Wor d. o Chai kends audier
ultimately more interested in the death of Jenny than
Jenny/Chaikendi® say

Caller | f youdre so unfamil

ar

wi t h

t he

Doctor Omniscient first person narrative. Finally, the closing sequence just before
the credits role, seems to suggest a sinister exit, a threatening mevemeintdfeho 6

faudi ence, 0 "nThe L Wordo

ifireal 0o audience; the movement
space, that they are perhaps the same alidiitmoe s utghgaets ttihneg a u d i

character s,
dfilene ms

video is much the same, occupies .t he
Ulti mately, it per hap s Evergoaesandinb one, theyland:
we, are guilty

Caller Hmmm

Doctor S, what do you think?

Caller | 6 m Ify o tsé ammiscient, why did think | was a horticulturist?
Doctor In the words of the immortal Dorothy Parkeriinydeaw, c an br i r
culture, but you cané6ét make her t|

www.thelwordonline.com
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SOUTHEAST GOES SOUTIAGEMEAT

by Megan St. James

Need a flavor fix? Go to the f oAgawer Fu
reside8y o u 6 | | stsoutmefiod im ATL.KCABefwnerdack Sobebpened this gem in
2000, fulfilling his dream to create delectable NevstMeXmads. The central theme in all |
heavenly creations is the tantalizing chile pepper. To truly master the chile, theriteshe
must be used. To accomplish this, Agave uses no microwaves or freezers and receive
and produce dalily.
True to its namesake, Agave has over 100(pagurite
making for some outrageous margaritas. The creat
heavenly beveges are Lisa Metzger and Melissa Agr
These goddesses of the bar surely know how to m
sing. The Corzo Perfecto is a perfect @endooSuper
Premium Reposado, limejuice and AgaveTdectar
awesome. The housemade chips, salsa, anthécshl
guacamole helped prevent the glasses from emptying too quickly.
To jumystart the journey to the Land of Enchantment, Thomas, a most knowledgeable
presented Agaveds si gnat withleraisedopullpdspork, T h e
hommy, guajillo red chile, andHmners the celebration of life. The hearty Hatch Green Cli
Stew with chigs of beef tenderloin, corn, and onions was decadently spicy, but not hot.
The Grilled Shrimp and Sashimi Tuna Gevicla¢ed with lime, ser@eppers and a splash
ofcidervinegars a seafood | overodés dream. Wrap
consisted of a perfect blend of chopped shrimp, lump crab, Napa cabbage and, of coL
peppers. The guajillo chile, limapdoghite wine sauce made the plump, delicate Guajillc
Mussels so tashiythe chile is the soul of Southwestern cooking, then Agave brings it to
Perfectly spiced, Agaveds F a muabasera@ady e n
jalapeno jellies is otherworl dly. I f t
will. To kick it up the spice chart, the grilled Spicy Tequila Anejo Shrimp with jalapeno
grits cakes is unbelievable. For ntepbtato lovers needing a little spice in their life, the ¢
veal, chorizo, and Hatch Green chilies are likelh&lgtbdrad the pseared beef tenderloin
medallions in a gachide tequila puree, hewonalk nt o a chordesr 06
A Southwestern twist on a key lime pie is a delight; raspberry margarita cheesecake i
chocolate lovets; theBelgian Chocolate mousse and the Torta de Sabrosa; and the mc
different dessert ever is the Spicy Peanut Butter Iveswiidb its name.
In addition to his outstanding, siramohg restaurant, Jack Sobel leads another life with h
bandBlack SwanLane r emi ni scent of Roger Waters
and music: good stuff all around.
www.agaverestaurant.com
www.myspace.com/blackswanlane



http://www.agaverestaurant.com/
http://www.myspace.com/blackswanlane

